THE  A.P.O.C.   A^B  ITS  BARGES
directions but increases it, and especially that of the note-
books on which they were based, in others. What was said
to me then as to the ownership and value of land and crops is
more likely to be true than what is said now, when the advent
of the Company has trebled and quadrupled prices.5
*(L., Sept. 3) At last I have definite orders to return to
India to do my 6 months' training as a Political Probationer
in Treasury work and in Court Procedure (Criminal and Civil).
Cox writes that he is loth to let me go, but he is told that
further delay would prejudice my position in the Department.
But I am first to do a railway reconnaissance survey through
unknown and unmapped country, full of robbers and thieves,
to penetrate which has long been my ambition. Then I may
get a few months leave before going to India. I do not want
to specialize on Persia and the Persian Gulf but to keep a
foot in and an eye on India.'
This, however, was easier said than done. Trouble
arose as to the barges of the A.P.O.C. The Government
claimed that they were dutiable and could not be used
on the Karun unless they paid duty or in any case on the
Upper Karun; moreover they declined, on other grounds,
to allow them to ply on the Karun unless they paid
tonnage dues prescribed for merchant shipping under a
convention or declaration older by some years than the
Company's concessions. The Persian Foreign Office Agent
and the Belgian Director of Customs made common
cause against the Company, who appealed to me. I knew
that a reference to Tehran would produce either a dead-
lock or a compromise: our Legation had enough on its
hands without such added burdens. What I actually
did, or how I did it, I forget, but I received, not long
afterwards (Sept. 18), the appreciation of the Viceroy
himself (Sir C. Hardinge) for the action I took.
*Maj. Trevor brought to notice the great credit due to Lt.
Wilson for the excellent manner in which he championed the
Oil Company's cause in the matter of their steam launch on
the Upper Karun and as regards the Company's barges. His
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